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Want liquor?

Take e-token
to get in line

Govt Will Also Deploy Marshals
Outside Stores To Ensure Order

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The chaos surro-
unding the sale of alcohol in
the capital has forced Delhi
government to put in place a
token system for consumers
at city liquor stores. The risk
of Covid-19infection posed by
the presence of people at the
wineand beeroutletshasalso
reached the courts, where a
petition sought directions on
online sale and home delive.
ry of alcohol.

The excise department
started a web link, www.gtoke-
n.in, where a customer can se-
lect an outlet and book a time
slot, giving details such as na-
me, address, identity docu-
ment and prefer-
reddateand timeto
purchase liquor
The token with a
QR code is relayed
on the phone. Ac-
cording to officials,
only 50 tokens will
be issued per shop
per hour to keep
the number of cus-
tomers in check. “The custo-
mer can buy liquor after pro-
ducing the identity card men-
tioned while booking theslot,”
explained an excise official.

Though Delhi govern-
ment allowed 160 govern-
ment-run  ligquor stores to
open in the city from Monday,
the unmanageable rush at the
outlets forced police to close
many of them midway and,
according to officials, not mo-
re than 80 shops transacted
business in the past couple of
days. Deputy commissioner
(excise) Sandeep Mishra had
asked store managers on
Monday to arrange barrica-
ding and multiple queues and
deployment of marshals to
oversee strict compliance to
social distancing norms.

All the permitted shops are
likely toopen on Friday. Toease
the situation, the government
might also allow some private
storesmeeting Union homemi-
nistry criteria to operate from
Friday or Saturday. “The pro-
cess to identify such private

LIQUOR SHOPS
HAVE GOT PERMIT
TO OPEN SINCE
MONDAY

shops is already on. Around 30
shops have heen shortlisted,”
disclosed an official.

Meanwhile, the Confede-
ration of Indian Alcoholic
Beverage Companies reques-
ted deputy CM Manish Siso-
dia to allow home delivery of
liguor, while permitting mo-
re shops, both government
and private, to remain open
for longer hours. The body's
director general, Vinod Giri,
also demanded the withdra-
wal at the earliest of the 70%
special corona fee else custo-
mers would shift to the neigh-
bouring states where liquor
isnow relatively cheaper.

Another excise official said
theissueof homedelivery of li-
quor could be resol-
ved by the weekend.
The matter also rea-
ched Delhi high co-
urt on Thursday,
with a petition see-
king direction fo
Delhi government
to start online sale
and home delivery
of liquor

The plea, likely to be he-
ard next week, argues such
measures will discourage peo-
ple from collecting in large
numbers at wine and beer
shops, thus increasing the
risk of spreading the novel co-
ronavirus. It cited media re-
ports to say the government
had failed to control the
crowdsattheliquorshops that
had reopened after 47 days.

The petition wanted Delhi
government to evolve a policy
permittingonlinesale of ligu-
or and delivery to the consu-
mers’ homes. It said it wasn't
advocating a stop to liquor sa-
les since this would lead to a
major revenue dip for the sta-
te government, only seekinga
judicial direction on steps to
balance reventie generation
with social distancing.

NGO Civil Safety Council
of India, however, had filed a
petition in the high court on
Wednesday demanding the
closure of liquor vends in
Delhiuntil the pandemic was
under control.



