State’s bias
against IMFL
draws flak
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THE Federation of Alcohol
Beverage Producers(India) has
given a representation to Satya-
jeet Rajan, additional chief
secretary, taxes (excise) citing
the discrimination being meted
out to Indian Made Foreign Lig-
uwor (IMFL) industry in Kerala.
Vinod Giri, director general of
FABP (India) has said that
while taxes and margins on
IMFL totals up to 240 percent as
against 88 percent for imported
liquor.

Thedecision of the state gov-
ernment to impose additional
sales tax of 35 per cent on IMFL
and not on imported liquor has
drawn flak. Vinod Giri told
TNIE that a product of the
same quality sells at Rs 2,600 if
made in India, compared to Rs
1,600 if imported.

“We had brought the issue to
the attention of the Kerala
High Court that there is a wide
gap between taxes on IMFL and
imported products,” added Vi-
nod Giri




