PRESS

Free Press Journal, Mumbai
Friday, 18th December 2020; Page: 8

Width: 38.02 cms; Height: 30.78 cms; a3r; ID: 31.2020-12-18.51

LAW KUMAR MISHRA
~ Patna

The Bihar unit of the Con-
gress is a divided house on
the liquor prohibition
issue. While Congress
legislature party leader
Ajit Kumar Sharma
asked Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar to with-
draw the prohibition,

his party colleague and
MLA
Shakil Ahmad Khan de-
manded strict enforce-
ment of the anti-liquor
laws.

from Katihar

Sharma, in a letter to

Nitish Kumar on Tuesday,
suggested total lifting of pro-
hibition, raising prices of
liquor and utilising the rev-
enue earned through excise
for setting up of industries.

Sharma said the govern-

ment was suffering heavy

loss of revenue since imposi-
tion of prohibition in 2015,
but liquor was available in
black all over the state, and
the government is suffering

more loss due to black mar-
keting of liquor coming from
other parts of the country il-
legally.

The Congress leader
said the liquor mafia ben-
efited due to the ban and
promoted clandestine

business of liquor.

He demanded the state gov-
ernment to lift prohibition
Immediately.

However, Khan opposed his
party leader and said the
CLP leader should with-
draw his letter. Khan
said the chief minister
should go stern on the
prohibition laws and en-
sure its provisions were
enforced strictly.

Former chief minister;
Jeetan Ram Manjhi,
who heads the HAM(S),
an alliance partner of
NDA in Bihar, also sup-
ported relaxation in pro-

hibition laws. He demanded
release of all those arrested
for violation of prohibition
laws. Manjhi said the major-
ity of those detained or
jailed on the charge of vio-
lating prohibition laws were
poor and Dalits.



