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Premium liquor brands in short
supply, Delhiites look elsewhere

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi:Ashortageof liquorisbeing
reported from different parts of the na-
tional capital with less than a week to go
for a significant transition in the excise
regime in the city. With private liquor
vends closed and government vends set
toremainopen until November16, Delhi-
itesareforcedtovisitneighbouring Gur-
gaon and Noida to buy premium and
even sought-after cheaper brands,

Even though demand peaks during
the festive season, the supply of brands
in demand has gone down.

As part of Delhi government’s new
excise policy, which aims to reform exei-
serules toincrease revenue and provide
consumers a much betier user experien-
ce while buying liquor, the city has been
divided into 32 zones and licenses have
been allotted on azonal basis.

The transition from the old system to
the new saw the private vends closed
down from October 1 and only the go-
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vernment vends will remain open till
November 17, Sources said that at pre-
sent, the available stock is being cleared
and the vends haye not been restocked,
leadingto the shortage.

“There is a shortage of not only pre-
miunm'brands but any brand that sells,”
said Vinod Giri, director general of the

The transition from the old
system to the new saw the
private vends close down
from October 1 and only the
government vends will
remain open till November 17

Confederation of Indian Alcoholic Beve-
rage Companies. “The number of shops
is anyway reduced, and the government
shops don’t have clarity about what wo-
uld happen to thestock that remains with
them when they shut down,” he said.

Giri said that due to the uncertainty
over leftover stock, shops had placed

conservative orders less than the usual
demand. “This is the peak demand time
becauseof theseasonand they areoutof
any stock now,” he said, claiming that
the scheduling by the excise department
hasnotbeenappropriately planned with
orders taken only till November 3.

Giri said that even from November 17,
when the new licensees take over, the
supply situation may not improve imme-
diately “In many cases, priceshavenot be-
enfixed and the supply chain will not kick
in immediately. The shortage will not re-
main only till November 16 but might ex-
tend a little. The switch over hasnot been
assmooth asenvisaged,” he said.

“We are committed to starting the
new system from November 17 and we
are working at a war footing so that
things are much better from next week,”
saida Delhigovernmentofficial. “Inany
transition, there are some teething tro-
ubles, but in the long run, it would be an
entirely different kind of consumer ex-
perience for Delhiites,” he said.



