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in city: R-Day,
I-Day & Oct 2

i 7] heDelhigovernment,un- |
: ‘der its new excise policy,
: has reduced the number of |
: drydaysfrom2ltojustthree, :
¢ Henceforth, liquor stores |
i and opium vends, pubs and !
¢ bars will remain shut only
i onthethreenationaldays— |
: Republic Day (Jahuary 26), |
i Independence Day (August |
¢ 15) and Gandhi Jayanti (Oc-. |
i tober2),accordingtoanotifi: |
i cation issued on Monday |
: Therestrictions willnotapp- |
¢ ly on star hotels having L-15
¢ licenee, said an official. !
The state governmentre- |
¢ viseditsexcise policylastye- |
i an paving the way for redu- |
: cingnumberof drydays. mww |

i pindustry welcomes, P 5



PRESS

Times of India, New Delhi
Tuesday, 25th January 2022; Page: 1
Width: 22.50 cms; Height: 9.74 cms; a4r; ID: 27.2022-01-25.15

Liquor industry welcomes ‘dry day’ move

» Continued from P1

he new excise policy al-
Tso' stated that the legal
age for drinking would
be lowered from 25 to 21. Ho-
wevel, the government is yet
to implement the decision.
“In pursuance of the pro-
visionsof Rule52of DelhiBx-
cise Rules, 2010, it is hereby
ordered that the following da-
tes shall be observed as ‘Dry
Day’ in the National Capital
Territory of Delhi by all the
licensees of the Excise de-

Times View

he drastic reduction inthe

numberofdrydaysisa
welcome step. It will help the
governmentadd more money to
its coffers. Hopefully that will
be ploughed back into the city’s
welfare works.

partment and opium vends
located in Delhi for the year
2029," the order stated.

The government, however,
clavified that it might declare

any other day in the year as
‘dry day’ from time to time re-
ferring to election and coun-
tingdays. Allthe licensees will
havetoexhibit the ‘'dry day’ or-
der at a prominent place of
their licensed premises.

The liquor industry wel-
comed the decision. “Such a
high number of dry days in
Delhi made little sense,
especially as neighbouring
states have no such limita-

tions, We applaud the Delhi

Government for rectifying
this anomaly,” said Vinod Gi-

ri, director general, Confede-
ration of Indian Alcoholic
Beverage Companies.

The BJPE however, said it
would protest against the
order. “The sale or service
of liquor in Delhi was
prohibited on all major festi-
vals as a mark of respect for
religious sentiments. With
thisdecision, the Avvind Kej-
riwal -« government has
shown that it has no respect
for any religion,” Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shan-
kar Kapoorsaid.
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