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Logistics bottlenecks, shortages choke Delhi’s liquor supplies
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ahletofind it, with thecity expe-
riencing an alcohol shortage
across citegories. Among the
main reasons are supply chain
issues especially for imporied
birands, shortage ol beer ascom-
panies did nol mmpup capacity
during two covid years, fewer
operational liguor stores and
delaysin revised excise palicy.
Aseniorbusiness managera
one of India's largest alcohol
distributors said there is a
major backlog in receipts of
imported gins, single maltsand
vodkas. “Imported alcohol
across categories is in short
supply right now. Part ol the

resulted in backlogs with city
venicdors waiting for stocks for
imported brands.

Categories like beer are
experiencing a shortage
because several brands were
unable to produce additional
stock in acdvance in February
and March, and due to oppress-
ive heat conditions, a lot of the
stowk got consumed quite cary.
Usually, 40% of India’s annual
beer sales happen in April-
June., “Companies keepbuild-
ing the stock till March but this
time, many businessesdid not
have the time to build the
stocks. Additionally, Delhi

Categories like beer are
experiencing a shortage. sy

doesn't have its own breweries
and several neighbouring state
governments directed brewer-
ies to cater to their domestic
markets first.” said Vinod Gird,
director general of the Confed-

theexport of iguor, which may
have affected the liguor availa-
billity in Delhi. Many states have
similarty also banned export of
beer, which hasled toanacute
shortage in Delhi.

Giri said Delhi is one of the
top 7-8 markets for most aloo-
hol manufacturing and distri-
bution companies in India.
Qualitatively, it takes up a
much larger pie, withimported
products accounting for about
30% ol all-India valume, mak-
ing it a ‘showcase market’ lor
mast brands,

Rahul Singh, founderof The
Beer Cale, also pointed 1o the
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idea of the new Many states excise policy was
excise policy was  have alsobanned  introduced last
for the govern- the export of Vear.

ment to exit the beer. which has N ‘.-Un;‘u[]xnptﬁ
business, and ii g on't know ti
auctioned vends lEd] tﬂl anguge when those dis-
loprivateentilies, i agen c e counts are going
Delhi had about national capltal to continue, and

8530 stores, but
now around 460
vends have become opera-
tiomal. Of these, many have now
decided against renewing their
licences, claiming the business
wasunviable, “Thatitselfisthe
oot canse of the shortage. A lot
of stores have decided 10 nol

that is also caus-
ing people to
steck up,” the business man-
ager cited earlier said. This
shortage has also disrupied
Lirger events like weddings in
the capital because thealeohol
of choice is not available, the
person added.



