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PRESS

Wait a little longer
for liquor stores at
domestic terminals

- Atul.Mathur
 @®tmesgroug.com

New Delhi: The Delhi airport &s
notlikelyto haveliguor storesfor
a few weeks, Senior officials said
Delhi Tourism and Transporta.
tion Development Corporation
(DTTDC), which has been assig-
ned theairportzone, hasfailed to
find space to open the liquor sto-
res at the { domestic termi-
nalsof Indira GandhiInfernatio-
nal Airport(IGIA).

The domestic terminals
had six premium liquor stores
when the Delhi Ex-
cise Policy 2021-22
was in force. Sour-
ces said the licen-

ment Board areas fo DSIIDC,
while assigningzonea2, the Del-
hiairport, to DTTDC.

The airport zone ran into
trouble even when the 2021-22/
excise policy kicked off last
Novermhor Whileliguorsfores
came up all over Delhi in No-
vember and December, the pri-
vate company allocated the
airport zone could only start
six of the10 shops in February.
With the withdrawal of the po-
licy, private liquor stores all
over the city have shut shops,
including theairportarea.

IGTA sources con-
firmed that DTTDC
had approached the
airport operator ‘to

see that ran these allot it space to open
stores had signed a UM R 2 government-run li-
longer contract [PhleataaBisiis] quor stores at the do-
with the airport [Baeslicy J;‘: Sl mestic  terminals.
operator for the “We are contempla-
space it took onlea- ting on the future co-
seand not vacating urse of action,” said
it despite the closure of theli- anairportofficial.
quorshops. Bxcise officials said their fo-
“DTTDC hag apprised the cusrightnow wastonormalise
excise department about the thesupply of liquor in the city

issue and requested it tofind a
solution,” said a senior Delhi
government official. The duty-
free shopsat the international
terminals willcontinuetorun.

While announcing the shift
totheold exciseregime, the Del-
higovernmentdivided 30 of the
32 pre-defined zones in the mu-
nicipal corporation areas
among its four corporations —
DTTDC, Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation, Delhi State
Civil Supplies Corporation and
Delhi Consumers’ Cooperative
Wholesale Store. The govern-
ment further allocated zone 31,
comprising New Delhi Munici-
pal Council and Delhi Canton-

area by opening as many refail
shops as possible to ensure con-
sumers do not have to run aro-
und. “We areawareof thesitua-
tionat the airport. We will soon
find a way out,” said an official.

Vinod Giri, director gene-
ral of Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Compani-
es, said the liquor shops at the
airport were quite popular
with the flyers, “Several air-
portsacrossIndia haveopened
liquor stores to enhance ira-
veller experience after wat-
ching the success of such
shopsin Delhi. We hope the go-
vermment soon take it up to
find a solution on priority,” Gi-
risaid.



