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Liquor body seeks easier
norms on Indian products

New Delhi: The Confedera-
tion of Indian Alcoholic Be-
verage Companies (CIABC)
has written to the Delhi go-
vernment, seeking removal
of rules that “discriminate
against India-made pro-
duets” and promote imports.

Suggesting measures for
incorporation in the forthco-
ming excise policy for the
next financial year, the re-
presentative body of the In-
dian alcoholic beverage ma-

nufacturers, in its submis-'

sion to the Delhi govern-
ment, urged improvement in
easeof doingbusinessrules,
rationalisation of wholesale
operations, simplification of
new product launch process
and digitisation of all opera-
tional processes.

CIABC stated, “Theseare
regulatory anomalies from
the past when India was per-

ceived to be a low-quality
producer. Forexample, theli-
cense fee for an imported
whisky is Rs 50,000 per year,
but if the same product is
made in India, it will become
minimum Rs 251akh.”

It added: “The new exci-
se policy that came into be-
ing in November 2021 had
addressed these issues, but
with its withdrawal, the
matter is back on table. We
hope the government offers
at least parity, if nota prefe-
rential treatment, for India-
made produets.”

Vinod Giri, director gene-
ral, CIABC said, “Every year,
we approach state govern-
ments with suggestions that
wouldmakethealcohol regu-
lation work for the benefit of
all stakeholders — the go-
vernment, the industry, tra-
de and the consumers.” T



