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Spirits Down at Delhi Restaurants & Bars

Excise policy, lack of breweries, limited storage reasons for beer crunch

" Ratna.Bhushan
@time'sgroup com

Newl)elhl' AsDelhi’s quuor
vendsand retail shopsreel ¢
under beer shortage mpeak
summer season, retailers,
restaurantchams and bars said
ﬂlesupply constraints are
eadjng uptorevenuelosses
amida widening demand-
supply gap.

Rohit Aggarwal, divectorat
Lite Bite Foods, which operates
Punjab Grill and YouMee
chains, said: “If theissuesare
not resolved urgently, we will

sufferrevenue losses, becatise

April-Juneis peak season for
beerconsumption atour restau:

tants,” The capital is one of the

biggest markets foralcobev

drinks, “Unfortunately, a com-

bination of reasons including
Policy and supplies is causing
sﬂ;;}aeer shortage,” Aggarwal

‘The beershortage comesata
time when demand is expected
toexceed well over pre-pande-
!ﬁie'numbem, withamassive
surgemdiningmt hot sum-

merseason, and proliferation
of new eraft variants and
flavoursled by brands like Bira
9land Simba,

Vinod Giri, dh'ectorgenetal of
the Confedm ation of Indian

* Alcoholic Beverage Companies,

(CIABC), atiributed the supply

- constraints tochangesinthe -

Delhigovernment’s excise
policy; lack of breweries in
Delhi because of which the
market has to buy beerfrom
otherneighbouringstates and
limited refrigeratorsatgovern-
ment-owned retail vends.
“Demand for beer is expected
tosutgein the April-June
quarter, and the CIABC has
been writingto the Delhigo:
vernment to informabout

changesinexcise policy well in
advance, sothatindustry.can
plan supplies and stocking
accordingly,” Girisaid.

According toanother frade
executive, beer companies
prefer to supply to the states
outside of Delhi which offer
highermargins, and cater fivst
to thelocal demand to protect
thelr own taxes.

“The demand-supply gapin
beerisresulting in business
lossesinDelhi, whichisa
very bigmarketforus. Werun
manysummer promotions
like brunches and sundow-
nersandbeeristhe preferred
drink atstich aceasgions,” said
Anjan Chatterjee, chairman
of Speciality Restaurants,

VARANL SAHU

-which operates Mainland

Chinaand Oh Calcutta.

“We hope the issues are short-
termand getsorted before
‘summer peaksin the capital,”
Chatterjee said.

In Delhi, one of the biggest
markets for alcoholic bevera-
ges, liquoryetail isoperated
largely by state-operated entiti-

es through more than 550 stores.

Delhi State Tndustrialand
Infrastructure Development
Corporation, Delhi Tourism
and Transportation Develop-
ment Corporation, Delhi State
CivilSupplies Corporation
Limited and Delhi Consumer's
Cooperative Wholesale Store
Ltd (DCCWS)operateliguor
retail among themselves,
Limited niimber of shopsand °
low stocking space in the natio-
nal capitalisaddingtothe
supply crunch, trade executives
said. According toareport by
market researchand consulting
firm IMARC Group, the Indian
beer market willreachavalue
of 2580 billion by 2027, growing
atacompoundannual growth

© rateof 8.3% duringbetween
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